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Paul C. Brophy is a principal with Brophy & Reilly LLC, a consulting firm specializing in inclusive 
economic development and neighborhood improvement in legacy cities; the management of complex 
urban redevelopment projects; and the development of mixed-income housing communities.  
 
Mr. Brophy has directed three projects for the American Assembly, where he is a senior advisor.  In 1997 
Mr. Brophy led a project that resulted in a widely-read report, Community Capitalism: Rediscovering the 
Markets of America’s Urban Neighborhoods.  In 2007, he conducted a project that produced the report, 
Retooling for Growth: Building a 21st Century Economy in America's Older Industrial Areas.  And, in 
2011, he co-directed a meeting that led to the report, Reinventing America’s Legacy Cities:  Strategies for 
Cities Losing Population.  Brophy is also a senior advisor to Enterprise Community Partners and is an 
adjunct professor at Georgetown University’s School of Urban and Regional Planning.  He was previously 
a Non-Resident Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution, a Senior Advisor to the Center for Community 
Progress, and a Senior Scholar at the George Warren Brown School at Washington University in St. 
Louis. Prior to the formation of Brophy & Reilly LLC, Brophy was the co-CEO of Enterprise Community 
Partners, and prior to that held executive positions in Pittsburgh city government working on economic 
development, and downtown and neighborhood improvement.  Mr. Brophy holds degrees from LaSalle 
University and the Univ of Pennsylvania.   
 
Brophy edited On the Edge:  America’s Middle Neighborhoods (2016), and is co-author of three books: 
Neighborhood Revitalization: Theory and Practice (1975); Housing and Local Government (1982), and A 
Guide to Careers in Community Development (2001). 
  
 
PARTICIPANTS 
 
Barbara Aylesworth 
Senior Program Officer, Healthy Neighborhoods, Inc. 
baylesworth@healthyneighborhoods.org 
 
Barbara Aylesworth joined the staff of Healthy Neighborhoods, Inc. (HNI) as the Senior Program Officer in 
June 2007.  HNI is an intermediary that was organized by philanthropic and financial institutions to 
improve Baltimore’s strong, but undervalued neighborhoods by facilitating investment and resident-led 
community building activities.  HNI operates a $70 million loan fund and provides support for organizing 
and marketing to ten community based organizations working in thirty-nine neighborhoods.  Aylesworth 
played a key role developing a selection process to expand Healthy Neighborhoods to include new 
neighborhoods and organizations in 2007.  She provides training and program development assistance to 
HNI's neighborhood partner organizations and manages annual grants for neighborhood marketing and 
capital improvement projects. 
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Prior to joining the staff of Healthy Neighborhoods, Aylesworth was the executive director of Belair-Edison 
Neighborhoods, Inc. (BENI), a community based nonprofit organization in northeast Baltimore.  She led 
the organization and neighborhood through a strategic planning process that resulted in the adoption of 
the asset-building Healthy Neighborhoods model of community revitalization and the neighborhood’s 
designation as a Main Street community.  Concerned that the high incidence of foreclosure was thwarting 
revitalization efforts, in 2004 Aylesworth convened a group of public officials, funders, legal advocates, 
and nonprofit developers to seek remedies for the foreclosure epidemic. The formation of the Baltimore 
Homeownership Preservation Coalition followed.  
  
Aylesworth served on the Board of the Neighborhood Design Center from 2005-2017.  She is currently a 
member of the board of the Morgan Community Mile. 
 
Isabel Barrios 
Program Officer, Greater New Orleans Foundation 
isabel@gnof.org 
 
Isabel Barrios is a program officer at the Greater New Orleans Foundation, where she leads an economic 
opportunity initiative focused on family economic security, and efforts to support advocacy and disaster 
recovery. Isabel joined the foundation in 2009 to work with its Community Revitalization Fund, a 
collaborative of national and local foundations focused on equitable recovery and affordable housing 
post-Katrina. She has worked with New Orleans nonprofits for over twenty years, and has been part of 
the city’s activist circles focused on permanent affordable housing, prison abolition, and reproductive 
justice over the years. Originally from Guatemala, she has called New Orleans home since 1987. 
 
David Boehlke 
Founding Member, The Healthy Neighborhoods Groups 
djboehlke@gmail.com 
 
David Boehlke has 40 years experience working in neighborhoods and assisting local governments and 
community-based nonprofits in more than 100 cities.  The primary focus is on places with declining 
populations and weak real estate markets.  He uses the “Healthy Neighborhoods” concept as a tool to 
understand and direct community stabilization.  The concept looks at what is working successfully and 
what is undermining stability.  It realistically assesses the real estate market and possible ways to 
strengthen that market.  In addition, it identifies community assets and proactive ways to re-build the 
“demand” side of neighborhood investing while greatly strengthening resident involvement.  As a semi-
retired consultant he works through czb planning in Alexandria, VA and through The Healthy 
Neighborhoods Group in Ithaca, NY. 
 
Michael Braverman 
Housing Commissioner, Baltimore City Department of Housing and Community Development 
michael.braverman@baltimorecity.gov 
 
In his 30+ years of experience with Baltimore City—as a prosecutor, as Director of Code Enforcement’s 
legal team, as Deputy Commissioner of Permits and Code Enforcement, and now as Housing 
Commissioner—Michael has played a key role in innovating new approaches to improve the quality of life 
in our neighborhoods. As Deputy Commissioner, he revamped cleaning, boarding, and housing code 
enforcement operations, greatly reducing response times while increasing service outputs. He also 
reengineered the division’s approach to litigation, launching the City’s innovative receivership program 
which helps transfer derelict vacant properties from unresponsive owners to capitalized developers who 
can rehabilitate and reoccupy them. Michael is known nationally for his expertise in well-managed, data-
driven government, and has been asked to share his work with organizations including the Center for 
Community Progress, the Federal Reserve Bank Board of Governors, the Clinton Global Initiative, and a 
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host of cities across the country. He is known locally for forging partnerships across City and State 
agencies, and building relationships with community residents and leaders, private and non-profit 
investors, anchor institutions, and others to achieve big picture goals. Michael holds a J.D. from the City 
University of New York and a B.A. from the Johns Hopkins University. 
 
John Bullock 
Councilman, 9th District, Baltimore City Council 
john.bullock@baltimorecity.gov 
 
Councilman John T. Bullock, Ph.D., represents the 9th District which covers West and Southwest 
Baltimore. He is Chairman of the Housing and Urban Affairs Committee as well as a Member of the 
Commission on Historical and Architectural Preservation. Councilman Bullock also serves on the Board of 
Trustees for St. Mary’s College of Maryland. 
 
Prior to being elected to the Council, Dr. Bullock was an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political 
Science at Towson University teaching courses in Urban Politics and Metropolitan Studies. Additionally, 
he served as Executive Director of the Downtown Baltimore Family Alliance.  Throughout the years, 
Councilman Bullock has served in a number of professional capacities. As a Baltimore City Mayoral 
Fellow he worked with the Baltimore Department of Housing and Community Development in the Office of 
the Commissioner. Prior to his academic career, Dr. Bullock worked in the District of Columbia as 
Transportation Planner and in the Executive Office of the Mayor as a Capital City Fellow. 
 
Councilman Bullock received a Doctorate in Government and Politics from the University of Maryland-
College Park, a Master's in City and Regional Planning from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, and a B.A. in Political Science from Hampton University.  
 
Cathy Califano 
First Deputy Director of Planning and Development, City of Philadelphia 
catherine.califano@phila.gov 
 
Catherine Califano is the First Deputy Director of the Department of Planning & Development. The First 
Deputy: directs and leads the Department’s support functions, (including HR, Communications, Finance, 
and Legal Services); develops metrics to measure performance; manages legislative analysis, 
intergovernmental and external initiatives; works to identify and secure additional resources to attract and 
promote development within the City. Ms. Califano holds a Master's from the Fels Center at the University 
of Pennsylvania. She has 25 years of experience in government, for-profit and non-profit work related to 
planning, program administration, policy evaluation and development strategies through public and 
private partnerships. Prior to joining the Kenney Administration, she served as the Associate Director of 
Policy Solutions at the Reinvestment Fund. She represents the department on the Mayor Historic 
Preservation Taskforce and the Philadelphia Housing Development Corporation Board. 
 
Ryan Chao 
Vice President, Annie E. Casey Foundation 
rchao@aecf.org 
 
As vice president of civic sites and community change, Ryan Chao oversees the Foundation’s place-
based investments. Central to this work are significant neighborhood-transformation initiatives in 
Baltimore and Atlanta, where the Foundation is linking economic, educational and housing programs to 
strengthen families and communities.  Chao also oversees multi-sector strategies that seek to reduce 
disparities for low-income people and neighborhoods throughout the country. 
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Before joining the Foundation, Chao served as executive director of the Berkeley, Calif.-based Satellite 
Housing, where he led the development of affordable housing communities serving a broad range of 
people and created innovative partnership models combining housing with comprehensive supportive 
services. He previously worked at the Bryant Park Restoration Corporation and the Upper Manhattan 
Empowerment Zone. He has participated in the Annie E. Casey Foundation Children and Family 
Fellowship. 
  
Chao earned his bachelor’s degree in architecture from Washington University in St. Louis and a Master 
of Business Administration from the New York University Stern School of Business. 
  
Carl Cleary 
Housing Coordinator, Reservoir Hill Improvement Council 
ccleary@reservoirhill.net 
 
Serving as RHIC’s Housing Coordinator, Carl is responsible for managing the West Baltimore umbrella 
group’s community development initiatives along with other housing related client centered direct 
services. Day to day duties include coordinating Healthy Neighborhood and various stakeholder’s 
community based development and revitalization strategies.  
 
Career achievements include helping implement UDAG anti-displacement strategies for Boston’s Tent 
City, Developed and directed first HUD funded HOPWA program in the Mid-Atlantic region, Founding 
member Baltimore Anti-Flipping and Predatory Lending Task Force, Managed development and 
construction of “Family House,” first shelter for families in Boston, Co-wrote and edited “Houseman”, a 
landlord/Tenant handbook, Designated ” Partner in Progress” by City of Baltimore Office of Housing, 
FannieMae HCD University panelist, HUD seminars facilitator, NeighborWorks NIT presenter, National 
Community Development Association Conference Regional Delegate.  A licensed social worker with HUD 
and NCHEC counseling certifications, Carl is recognized as an outspoken advocate on the merits of 
comprehensive post-purchase counseling to help lessen downward generational mobility. A New England 
native living in the Washington/Baltimore area the past 20 years he considers himself an absolute 
devotee of residential adaptive re-use to reinvigorate inner city neighborhoods. 
 
Beverly Coleman 
Assistant Vice President for Community Relations, Temple University 
beverly.coleman@temple.edu 
 
Beverly Coleman manages the Office of Community Relations which serves as a gateway to the many 
resources the university has to offer our neighbors. Beverly is an urban revitalization specialist with more 
than 20 years of grantmaking, agency management and program development experience.  Over most of 
her career she has focused on issues related to the health and competitiveness of low- and moderate-
income neighborhoods.  She serves on the boards of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation 
Authority, the Fels Fund and the advisory committees for the Community Design Collaborative and the 
North Central Empowerment Zone.  Beverly's educational experience includes a B.A. in Urban Studies 
and an M.A. from the Fels Institute of Government at the University of Pennsylvania.  
 
 
 
 
Peter M. Dolkart (Rapporteur- Policy Group) 
Regional Community Development Manager 
Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, Baltimore Branch 
peter.dolkart@rich.frb.org 
 



4 

Peter is the Regional Manager for Community Development serving Maryland and the District of 
Columbia.  He works from the Richmond Fed’s Baltimore Branch.  With respect to community 
development, the Richmond Fed’s mission is to expand investment and economic opportunity in low- and 
moderate-income communities.  The Fed does this by conducting research, identifying promising 
strategies and resources, and convening stakeholders to share timely information.  Prior to joining the 
Bank in 2015, Mr. Dolkart was the Director of Legislative Affairs at Maryland Department of Housing and 
Community Development.  He also served as the Special Assistant for Legislation at the Baltimore City 
Department of Housing and Community Development and in the dual appointment as an Assistant State’s 
Attorney and Special Assistant City Solicitor.   
 
Charlie Duff 
President, Jubilee Baltimore, Inc. 
charlie@jubileebaltimore.org 
 
Charlie Duff is an experienced developer and planner and an authority on Baltimore’s architecture and 
development. Since 1987, Mr. Duff has served as President of Jubilee Baltimore, a non-profit 
organization that helps the people of Baltimore to build safe, stable, desirable, mixed-income 
neighborhoods through affordable housing development and neighborhood revitalization.  Jubilee 
Baltimore functions both as a developer and as a development consultant, helping to strengthen weak 
housing markets, increase the attractiveness and vitality of city neighborhoods, and bring about revival 
without displacement or social disruption.   Mr. Duff is the author of Then and Now: Baltimore 
Architecture, published in 2006.  He is a frequent lecturer on architectural history at the Walters Art 
Museum and the Johns Hopkins University.   He has taught courses at Morgan State University and 
Johns Hopkins University.  He has served as President of the Baltimore Architecture Foundation and of 
numerous civic agencies.  Mr. Duff is a graduate of Amherst College and the Harvard Graduate School of 
Design. 
 
David J. Erickson 
Director of the Community Development Department, Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco 
david.erickson@sf.frb.org 
 
David’s areas of research include community development finance, affordable housing, economic 
development, and institutional changes that benefit low-income communities.  David has been a leader in 
the collaboration between the Federal Reserve and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation in bringing the 
health sector together with community development.  To date, this collaboration has resulted in 34 
conferences and numerous publications, including a cluster of articles in Health Affairs in November, 
2011.  His book on the history of community development, The Housing Policy Revolution:  Networks and 
Neighborhoods, was published in 2009 by the Urban Institute Press.  He also co-edited several works 
including Investing in What Works for America’s Communities:  Essays on People, Place, and Purpose 
(2012); What Counts:  Harnessing Data for America’s Communities (2014); What It’s Worth:  
Strengthening the Financial Futures of Families, Communities and the Nation (2015); and What Matters:  
Investing in Results to Build Strong, Vibrant Communities (2017).   
 
Erickson has a Ph.D. in history from the University of California, Berkeley, with a focus on economic 
history and public policy, as well as a master’s degree in public policy from Berkeley and an 
undergraduate degree from Dartmouth College.   
 
Nedra Sims Fears (Co-Discussion Leader - Practice Group) 
Executive Director of the Greater Chatham Initiative 
nedra@greaterchathaminitiative.org 
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Greater Chatham Initiative (GCI) is a new economic development nonprofit. GCI creates a 
comprehensive action plan for economic growth and neighborhood vitality. Its goal is to strategically 
invest in four communities--Chatham, Greater Grand Crossing, Avalon Park and Auburn Gresham, so 
they can re-emerge as communities of opportunity and choice.  
 
Fears is an economic development expert who specializes in strategic planning, financial modeling, 
community development financing, and program management.  At GCI, she is creating a new Chatham 
Center Chicago—a branded commercial retail area that has an accompanying online directory of 
merchants and service providers. She also started a metal fabrication and transportation, distribution and 
logistics affinity groups for local manufacturers. She is completing an economic development plan for the 
four neighborhoods. Recently she secured a MacArthur Foundation and Exelon Corporation grants for 
GCI. Previously, Fears developed, and secured partial funding for two community development 
corporation plans a $37 million 38-block plan for a Detroit neighborhood; and a $17 million nine-block 
plan for an Atlanta neighborhood. Earlier in her career Fears financed $1 billion in low- and moderate-
income single-family and multi-family housing for FannieMae, City of Chicago Department of Housing and 
Community Investment Corporation.  
 
Fears ins a Harvard Loeb Fellow. She holds a BS from Cornell University in Interior Architecture and a 
MBA in finance from the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University. She is a proud South 
Sider. Most of the time she lives in her childhood Chatham home. You can find her periodically visiting 
her spouse and adult children in metro Atlanta.  
 
Matthew D. Gallagher  
President and CEO, The Goldseker Foundation 
terri@goldsekerfoundation.org 
 
Before joining the Foundation in 2013, Mr. Gallagher served as Chief of Staff to Maryland Governor 
Martin J. O’Malley and was responsible for managing the day-to-day activities of the executive branch of 
Maryland State government. 
 
Prior to his position in Maryland State government, Mr. Gallagher served as Director of CitiStat, 
Baltimore’s nationally recognized public sector accountability program. Mr. Gallagher has also served as 
Project Director for the Greater Baltimore Committee, as an assistant deputy mayor in Philadelphia Mayor 
Edward G. Rendell’s administration, and in educational programs for the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra. 
 
Mr. Gallagher was born and raised in Baltimore and holds degrees from La Salle University and the 
University of Pennsylvania. He has taught undergraduate and graduate courses in public policy and 
administration at the University of Baltimore and the University of Maryland Baltimore County, as well as 
lectured at Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government and the University of Pennsylvania’s 
Fels Center of Government. 
 
Carol Gilbert 
Assistant Secretary, Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development 
carol.gilbert@maryland.gov 
 
Carol Gilbert is the Assistant Secretary and Director of the Division of Neighborhood Revitalization for the 
Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD). The Neighborhood 
Revitalization Division implements state and federal grant and loan programs totaling approximately $50 
million dollars annually for the revitalization of Maryland’s traditional and historic communities and 
improving the well being and quality of life of residents of these communities.  
 
Before joining DHCD in the Spring of 2007, Ms. Gilbert was Program Officer at the Goldseker Foundation, 
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specializing in community development grant making in Baltimore City.  While at Goldseker, Ms. Gilbert 
was founding co-chair of the Baltimore Homeownership Preservation Coalition, a public-private 
partnership of more than fifty organizations working to prevent foreclosure and predatory lending 
practices.   
 
In the 1990’s, Ms. Gilbert was executive director of the Neighborhood Design Center, a 40 year-old 
nonprofit organization dedicated to providing lower income communities with access to professional 
community design services.  She received a bachelor’s degree in English from the University of Virginia 
and a master’s degree in architecture from the University of Maryland College Park’s Graduate School of 
Architecture.  She and her husband have been residents of University Park, Maryland in Prince George’s 
County for more than 20 years. 
 
Clare Gorman 
Chief Administrative Officer, Healthy Neighborhoods, Inc. 
cgorman@healthyneighborhoods.org 
 
Ms. Gorman manages all budget, finance and administration responsibilities for Healthy Neighborhoods, 
Inc. a partnership of banks, foundations, government and community organizations that helps strong but 
undervalued neighborhoods increase home values, market their communities, create high standards for 
property improvement and forge strong connections among neighbors. Healthy Neighborhoods provides 
market driven strategies and capital to increase home values, markets neighborhoods and forges social 
connections necessary to sustain thriving communities. It is active in 40 neighborhoods.   Prior to her 
current position, Ms. Gorman was the Compliance Officer for Healthy Neighborhood’s $44 million 
Neighborhood Stabilization Program grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
 
Ms. Gorman is an experienced leader in non-profit management, fundraising and marketing, grants 
administration and compliance with public and private funds.  She was the Managing Producer of the 
Marc Steiner Show, a popular Baltimore public radio show, Executive Director of The Baltimore Station, a 
therapeutic residential recovery program for veterans, Director of Marketing Communications for 
Enterprise Community Partners and fundraising/marketing Consultant to numerous nonprofits.  Ms. 
Gorman graduated cum laude with a BA in Communications from Notre Dame of Maryland University. 
She has served on the boards of several Baltimore nonprofit community organizations. 
 
Tracy Gosson 
President, Sagesse 
tkg@sagesseinc.com 
 
Tracy is a marketing professional with over 25 years of experience developing innovative marketing 
strategies for businesses, public-sector agencies, and urban communities.  She is president of Baltimore-
based Sagesse, Inc. (say-jès), a full-service marketing firm founded in 2007. With strong expertise in 
economic development marketing she has developed branding solutions for geographic regions, cities 
and neighborhoods throughout the country.  As the founding executive director of Live Baltimore Home 
Center, under her leadership the organization became nationally recognized and has been heralded as 
having a significant role in the resurgence of Baltimore neighborhoods and attracting residents back to 
the city. Prior to Live Baltimore, Tracy spent ten years working “behind the camera” in television and film 
in various markets the in the U.S. 
Erin Graves 
Director of Research, Federal Reserve Bank of Boston 
erin.m.graves@bos.frb.org 
 
As the director of research at in the Regional and Community Outreach department, Erin manages and 
conducts research housing and other policies that impact the people living in disadvantaged 
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neighborhoods.  Her research can be found on the Boston Fed website as well as in Housing Policy 
Debate, Journal of the American Planning Association, City & Community, and The Journal of Planning 
Literature. 
 
Jessie Grogan (Rapporteur - Research Group) 
Senior Policy Analyst, Lincoln Land Institute of Land Policy 
jgrogan@lincolninst.edu 
 
Jessie Grogan has been a Senior Policy Analyst in the Planning and Urban Form Department at the nd 
helping communities manage change, from legacy cities hoping to revitalize to neighborhoods that 
areLincoln Institute of Land Policy since July 2016. At the Institute, she focuses on reducing spatial 
inequality and supporting effective and equitable decision making by local and regional leaders. Much of 
her work centers arou struggling with gentrification and displacement.  Prior to Lincoln, she worked as a 
Policy Analyst at the Metropolitan Area Planning Council, the Regional Planning Agency for Greater 
Boston, from 2007-2016. At MAPC, she was the co-author of The State of Equity in Metro Boston 
Indicators Report and Policy Agenda; was involved in drafting the MetroFuture regional plan; and helped 
lead the creation and management of Metro Boston's Sustainable Communities Consortium, formed with 
a grant from HUD to implement the MetroFuture plan. Jessie has a BA in Political Science from Simon’s 
Rock College and a MA in Public Policy from the Heller School at Brandeis University. 
 
Nicholas Hamilton 
Director of Urban Policy, The American Assembly 
nmh2123@columbia.edu  
 
Nicholas Hamilton directs the urban policy work of The American Assembly where he created and led the 
Legacy Cities Partnership, a coalition of practitioners, researchers and leaders working to revitalize 
America’s legacy cities. His work focuses on economic development, urban governance, and civic 
engagement. Prior to joining The Assembly, he worked at the Earth Institute Center for Sustainable Urban 
Development at Columbia University. He served as project manager for the team receiving the 2009 
Leous-Parry Award for Progressive Sustainability for work relating to inclusive urbanization in Cairo, 
Egypt and joined the Next City Vanguard in 2013. His architectural and urban design work for the firm 
Davis Brody Bond included the master planning and architectural design of US diplomatic facilities abroad 
to the design and construction management of research laboratories at Columbia University. Mr. Hamilton 
holds a Masters of International Affairs from Columbia University’s School of International and Public 
Affairs and BA in Architecture from the University of California at Berkeley. 
 
Dorraine Kirkmire 
Manager of Planning, City of Rochester 
dorraine.kirkmire@cityofrochester.gov 
 
Dorraine Kirkmire has nearly 30 years of experience in environmental and land use planning in the City of 
Rochester, NY.  She is currently the Manager of Planning in a newly formed Office of Planning within the 
City’s Department of Neighborhood and Business Development and is formerly the City’s Manager of 
Zoning. Her experience includes both project-level planning and review, neighborhood-level planning, and 
organizational and policy-level planning as it relates to the operations of city government.  She has 
extensive experience working with public officials, citizens, medical/cultural/academic institutions, 
government agencies, and developers, as well as managing and developing staff.  Most recently, 
Dorraine is leading the City of Rochester’s Comprehensive Plan process which, as proposed, has 
identified middle neighborhoods as a neighborhood typology warranting preservation and strategies for 
prosperity. 
 
Alicia Kitsuse 
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Director, Older Industrial Cities Program, Funders Network for Smart Growth and Livable 
Communities 
alicia@fundersnetwork.org 
 
Alicia Kitsuse is Director of the Restoring Prosperity in Older Industrial Cities program at the Funders’ 
Network for Smart Growth and Livable Communities, where she connects funders engaged in the 
challenging work of revitalizing post-industrial cities to learning opportunities, key resources, and one 
another. Prior to joining the Network’s staff in January 2017, Alicia served as a Program Officer at the 
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation in Flint, Michigan. As a member of Mott’s Flint grantmaking team, she 
worked on a variety land use, community and economic development, and workforce-related projects 
focused on stimulating growth and revitalization in the City of Flint and the surrounding region. Alicia also 
provided technical assistance to the City of Flint on its award-winning Imagine Flint master plan, and 
served on a variety of local and national advisory boards. Alicia holds a bachelor’s degree from Smith 
College and a Ph.D. and M.A. in urban planning from the University of Southern California. She 
previously worked as a research associate and program manager at the USC School of Policy, Planning, 
and Development’s Civic Engagement Initiative, which focused on voluntarism, neighborhood 
governance, and community capacity building. Before pursuing graduate studies, she worked in New 
York City as an editor at Across the Board magazine, published by the Conference Board. 
 
Jody Landers 
Real Estate Agent and Consultant, Greater Lauraville Healthy Neighborhoods 
jody.landers@penfedrealty.com 
 
Jody Landers is a lifelong resident of Baltimore City and lives in the Lauraville neighborhood, where he 
grew up. He has B.S. Degree in Business Administration from Morgan University. Jody has served in 
variety of executive positions over the past four decades, including two terms as an elected member of 
the Baltimore City Council and most recently from 1997-2011 he served as the Executive Officer of the 
4000+ member Greater Baltimore Board of REALTORS®. He has been actively involved community 
based organizations and in the business of real estate for nearly 30 years. He is currently licensed and 
active as a real estate agent with Berkshire Hathaway Homeservices PenFed Realty in the Roland Park 
Office. In addition, he does market research and provides consulting services on real estate matters to 
local governments and community development organizations. 
 
Rev. Eric P. Lee 
Director, Neighborhoods Programs, Strong City Baltimore 
elee@strongcitybaltimore.org 
 
Rev. Eric P. Lee is Director of Neighborhood Programs at Strong City Baltimore. Strong City Baltimore’s 
mission is to build and strengthen neighborhoods and people by working to reinforce the pillars of vibrant 
urban living through a deep sense of civic engagement.  Prior to joining Strong City Baltimore, Lee was 
with Habitat for Humanity of the Chesapeake.  Rev. Lee was past President of the Black Community, 
Clergy & Labor Alliance in Los Angeles (BCCLA), an independent and social activist organization 
dedicated to representing, promoting and protecting the economic interests and well-being of the Black 
community and Black workers in the joint struggle for social and economic justice.  Lee was also past 
President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference-Los Angeles (SCLC), where he committed 
his life to fighting for justice against oppressive forces that hinder people from achieving equality, freedom 
and dignity, regardless of social status, religious belief, gender, sexual orientation, or ethnicity. Rev. Lee 
is a member of numerous organizing campaigns for justice and equality.  Lee holds a B.A. from the Univ. 
of California at Berkeley and a Masters of Arts in Theology/Pastoral Studies from Azusa Pacific 
University.   
 
Alan Mallach 
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Senior Fellow, Center for Community Progress 
amallach@communityprogress.net 
 
Writer, scholar, practitioner and advocate, Alan Mallach has been engaged with the challenges of urban 
revitalization, neighborhood stabilization and housing provision for fifty years. A senior fellow with the 
Center for Community Progress, he has held positions in the public and private sectors, including serving 
as director of housing & economic development for the city of Trenton, New Jersey and running his own 
planning and development firm. He has been a non-resident senior fellow with the Metropolitan Policy 
Program of the Brookings Institution and a Visiting Scholar at the Philadelphia Federal Reserve Bank. He 
was a visiting professor at the University of Nevada Las Vegas in 2010-2011, and currently teaches in the 
graduate city planning program at Pratt Institute in New York. He has authored many books, including 
Bringing Buildings Back: From Vacant Properties to Community Assets, and A Decent Home: Planning, 
Building and Preserving Affordable Housing, and numerous articles in legal and scholarly journals, book 
chapters, op-eds, and research and policy reports. His newest book, The Divided City: Poverty and 
Prosperity in Urban America, will appear in May 2018. He holds a B.A. degree from Yale College, and 
lives in Roosevelt, New Jersey. 
 
Charles Martin  
CRA Manager, M&T Bank 
cpmartin@mtb.com 
 
Charles Martin, CRA Officer in Maryland develops relationships between M&T Bank and the community 
that will help the bank drive successful solutions for underserved communities, their residents and 
business enterprises.  He also serves on the corporate contributions committees of the regional bank and 
coordinates the bank’s community-oriented activities.  
 
Martin has a wealth of experience in a variety of positions in banking, and has worked as as a residential 
mortgage loan officer, branch manager, middle market relationship manager and small business 
relationship manager serving a broad range of industries, including manufacturing, service, wholesale, 
construction and church/non-profit organizations. 
 
Martin holds a bachelor’s degree in finance from Bowling Green State University and an MBA from 
Lehigh University.  He is the bank’s representative to the Washington Area Community Reinvestment 
Fund, Meridian Management Group, a minority venture capital fund, National Housing Services. In 
addition, he is on the board of directors of Associated Black Charities, a member of the Community 
Development Services Coalition, Metro Washington Bankers Group, Metro Baltimore Community 
Reinvestment Group, Interfaith Action Committee and a member of the Baltimore Urban Financial 
Services Coalition.   
 
Megan McCormack 
Project Manager, Sagesse, Inc. 
megan@sagesseinc.com 
 
Megan McCormack has always had the desire and passion for working within the communications 
industry. She's held various roles relating to the industry but developed a passion for project management 
while working at a smaller agency in Columbia, called Advertising Media Plus.  During that time, she 
worked with national and international non-profits. Her main role was lead project manager on over 30 
websites during her 4 years with the agency. She had the opportunity to be the key project manager on a 
published book project and the Pontifical Good Friday Collection.  She started in the freelance world in 
2013 as a project assistant with Sagesse. She worked on many different projects but in her start with the 
agency she assisted with a county housing fair, one of the largest housing fairs in the state of Maryland. 
Her role has developed to Project Manager where she works on additional events, website development, 
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and community development.  After leaving Advertising Media Plus she entered the world of advertising 
at The Baltimore Sun and worked her way to digital advertising manager where she led a team of sales 
reps, was a core team member for Tribune's corporate-wide CRM program and was the key contributor to 
digital programs and pieces of training. 
 
Joseph McNeely 
President, McNeely Legal Services 
jmcneely.mls@gmail.com 
 
Joe McNeely is a nationally known expert and consultant on community development and a veteran 
community organizer.  He is currently president of Metroscape Development, a real estate development 
firm focused on Baltimore city. From 2006 to 2015, he served as the initial organizer and first Executive 
Director of the Central Baltimore Partnership.  In the early 70s, he was the founding executive of 
Baltimore’s South-East Community Organization (SECO) and Southeast Community Development 
Corporation before serving at the national level in the Carter Administration. He then was for 20 years the 
President of the national Development Training Institute (DTI), which national columnist Neal Peirce 
called “the country’s premier trainer of CDC (Community Development Corporation) leaders.” From 2006-
2012, he served as Co-facilitator of the Weinberg Fellows program for nonprofit executives at the 
University of Baltimore’s Schaefer Center. He has written extensively on community development 
including a textbook in the field published by Columbia University Press. He has taught graduate courses 
on community development at several universities in Maryland, New York and Ohio. 
 
Mr. McNeely, an attorney, lives in Baltimore, is the father of twin daughters and is married to Patricia 
Massey, a successful real estate developer in Baltimore City.  He serves on numerous boards and 
committees in Baltimore and at the national level, and is a past President of Baltimore’s Citizens Planning 
and Housing Association (CPHA). 
 
Rachel Meadows 
Chief of Staff, Councilwoman Cherelle L. Parker 
rachel.meadows@phila.gov 
 
Rachel Meadows is the Chief of Staff to Philadelphia City Councilwoman Cherelle L. Parker. She is 
responsible for advising the Councilwoman while developing and implementing her policy initiatives, 
performing policy research and drafting legislation, and analyzing the annual budget proposal for the City 
of Philadelphia. Prior to working for the Councilwoman, Rachel did strategic communications, policy 
outreach, and strategy for PolicyLab, a research center at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. Prior to 
that, she held other jobs in both City government and the non-profit sector. Rachel received her B.A. from 
the University of Pennsylvania. She returned to Penn’s Fels Institute of Government to earn her Master’s 
degree in Public Administration, with a concentration in Public Finance. After graduating from Fels, she 
helped teach a Fels Budgeting course for several years. While not born in Philadelphia, it has been her 
adopted home since 2001. She and her husband are now raising a “native Philadelphian,” their son, who 
is almost two. 
 
 
Amy Menzer 
Executive Director, Dundalk Renaissance Corporation 
amy@dundalkusa.org 
 
Amy Menzer is Executive Director of Dundalk Renaissance Corporation (DRC), a community 
development corporation that mobilizes stakeholders to invest in greater Dundalk’s neighborhoods, 
economy, and quality of life.  Since joining DRC in 2006, she has raised more than $11 million in grants 
and private financing to support the development and implementation of DRC’s revitalization strategy 
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including a housing renovation partnership with private developers, home owner renovation loans and 
façade grants, marketing to attract the next generation, and main street business incubation.  She is also 
the Past President of both the Community Development Network of Maryland, a statewide organization 
that focuses on policy issues affecting community development, building the capacity of its members, and 
promoting the value of community development, and of NeighborSpace Baltimore County, a community 
land trust. She holds a Ph.D from Johns Hopkins University in Geography and Environmental 
Engineering, where her dissertation focused on the revitalization of older suburbs. 
 
David H. Mortimer 
President, The American Assembly 
dhm2@columbia.edu 
 
David Mortimer is President and a Trustee of The American Assembly, a national, non-partisan, and 
public affairs forum founded by Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1950 and affiliated with Columbia University. 
Before joining The American Assembly, he worked at Kuhn-Loeb & Co., an investment bank. At The 
Assembly, Mr. Mortimer has overseen more than seventy national projects on domestic and international 
topics, and has run over eighty regional Assembly programs with institutions throughout the country, 
Canada, and Europe. 
 
Mr. Mortimer was appointed commissioner of the Palisades Interstate Park Commission and serves as 
president of the commission.  He is the former vice chairman of Scenic Hudson, Inc., and is a director of 
the Scenic Hudson Land Trust, one of the county's largest land trusts dedicated to preserving open 
space.  He also serves on the Board of the New York Military Academy. He serves as president of the 
Mary W. Harriman Foundation. 
  
Mr. Mortimer is a member of the Storm King Arts Center Council and serves on the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art's Visiting Committee of the Department of European Paintings.  He has been involved in various 
capacities with the Whitney Museum, the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor, New York Council for the 
Humanities, the Economic Club, among other organizations.  In addition, Mr. Mortimer is affiliated with 
several membership organizations, including The Council on Foreign Relations.  He is a director emeritus 
of the The New York City Ballet Company. 
 
Jenaye Munford 
Project Manager, Office of Philadelphia City Council President 
jenaye.munford@phila.gov 
 
Jenaye oversees programs, initiatives and the creation of legislation from its infancy stages to completion 
for City Council. Jenaye plays an integral role in the execution of educational, housing and community re-
investment projects that help improve the quality of life of residents and provide economic development to 
the fifth largest city in the country. Known for her leadership style, effective networking and organization 
skills; Jenaye has a diverse background and experience in both the public and private sectors that has 
resulted in a variety of successful initiatives for local media, non-profit organizations, and government. 
Jenaye is a native of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and has held previous positions as a Partnership 
Coordinator for the U.S. Department of Commerce, Special Assistant to Former Philadelphia Mayor, John 
F. Street and is the Founder of Urbicus, LLC, a non-partisan government relations firm that specializes in 
research, public relations, event planning and training for aspiring elected officials and individuals seeking 
careers in government.  
 
Marcia Nedland (Co-Discussion Leader - Practice Group) 
Principal, Fall Creek Consultants 
marcia@fallcreekconsultants.com 
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Marcia Nedland is the principal of Fall Creek Consultants, a national firm delivering training and technical 
assistance to nonprofits, neighborhood associations, government, national intermediaries, funders and 
other policymakers on neighborhood revitalization and market rebuilding. Nedland specializes in building 
positive brands for neighborhoods that attract demand from strong homebuyers and renters for homes in 
those neighborhoods. Her work engages Realtors, neighbors and other stakeholders in curb appeal, 
strong housing standards and community building efforts that reinforce the brand and strengthen the 
housing market. 
 
Cherelle Parker (Co-Discussion Leader - Policy Group) 
Philadelphia City Councilwoman, 9th District, Philadelphia City Council 
Cherelle.Parker@phila.gov 
 
Councilwoman Cherelle L. Parker proudly serves the 9th Council District in Philadelphia, which stretches 
through northwest and northeast communities. 
 
Prior to her election to Council in November 2015, Cherelle served for 10 years as the State 
Representative for the 200th Legislative District in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, where 
she became the youngest African-American woman ever elected in September 2005.  During her tenure 
in the House, Cherelle served on the powerful Appropriations Committee, as well as the Labor and 
Industry, Professional Licensure, Rules, and Transportation committees. Additionally, she was twice 
elected by her Philadelphia colleagues to serve as chair of the Philadelphia Delegation in the House. 
 
While in Harrisburg, Cherelle championed several key pieces of legislation, including The Philadelphia 
Tax Fairness Package; a local $2 per-pack cigarette tax to generate additional revenue for the School 
District of Philadelphia; and Act 75 of 2012, which strengthened victims’ rights by permitting expert 
testimony in sexual assault cases. As chair of Council’s Labor and Civil Service Committee, Cherelle is 
working to address Philadelphia’s retirement security crisis, particularly for workers who do not have 
access to a retirement savings plan through their employer. She is also exploring ways to resolve some of 
the problems associated with reverse mortgages, deteriorating infrastructure, and a lack of investment in 
middle neighborhoods, further illustrating her passion for neighborhood stabilization and home 
preservation. 
 
A graduate of Lincoln University and the University of Pennsylvania, Cherelle is also a wife and mother 
and former high school English teacher. 
 
Kendra Parlock 
Director, Mayor’s Office of Sustainable Solutions, Office of Mayor Catherine Pugh 
kendra.parlock@baltimorecity.gov 
 
Kendra Parlock was recently appointed as Director of the Mayor’s Office of Sustainable Solutions for the 
City of Baltimore. She is charged with rebuilding and expanding Baltimore’s CitiStat program for issue 
driven performance management and cross agency collaboration. Kendra brings to the team a wealth of 
experience in strategy, business development and innovation.  She previously worked in the private 
sector where she used market and operations data to develop new products and services and to 
transform organization processes. She is a trained Six Sigma Blackbelt and project manager.  Kendra is a 
Baltimorean by birth. She grew up in Detroit, Michigan and returned to Maryland ten years ago to lead 
innovation projects in W.R. Grace’s New Business Development Incubator.  She received her MBA in 
Integrative Management from Michigan State University. 
 
Rolf Pendall 
Co-director, Metropolitan Housing & Communities Policy Center, Urban Institute 
rpendall@urban.org 
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Rolf Pendall is co-director of the Metropolitan Housing and Communities Policy Center at the Urban 
Institute. In this role, he leads a team of over 50 experts on a broad array of housing, community 
development, and economic development topics, consistent with Urban’s nonpartisan, evidence-based 
approach to economic and social policy. Pendall’s research expertise includes metropolitan growth 
trends; land-use planning and regulation; federal, state, and local affordable housing policy and 
programs; and racial residential segregation and the concentration of poverty. He directs the Urban 
Institute’s Mapping America’s Futures project, a platform for exploring implications of future demographic 
change at the local level. Other recent projects include Urban’s evaluation of the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) Choice Neighborhoods demonstration; a HUD-funded 
research study on the importance of cars to housing choice voucher users; and long-standing 
membership in the MacArthur Foundation’s Research Network on Building Resilient Regions. Between 
1998 and mid-2010, Pendall was a professor in the Department of City and Regional Planning at Cornell 
University, where he taught courses and conducted research on land use planning, growth management, 
and affordable housing. 
 
Pamela Puchalski 
Principal, Selby and Senior Advisor, The American Assembly 
pamelapuchalski@gmail.com 
 
Pamela Puchalski is the founder and principal of Selby, a civic consultancy specializing in economic and 
community development in the U.S. and internationally. Her core expertise is strategic planning, program 
design, and implementation. She is currently Senior Advisor to The American Assembly, and is assisting 
on their overall policy agenda while also managing the Middle Neighborhoods project with Paul Brophy. 
Prior to this, she was part of the core team behind Rockefeller Foundation’s 100 Resilient Cities. She has 
also launched the Resilient Communities Program at New America as well as the Global Cities Initiative 
at Brookings Institution, where she served as Non Resident Senior Fellow to the Metropolitan Planning 
Program. Earlier in her career, she played an instrumental role establishing LSE Cities at the London 
School of Economics and led the creation of the first American Institute of Architects’ Center for 
Architecture, located in New York City. More recently, she was part of the team behind the creation of the 
Africa Center, also in New York. In addition to a M.S. in Urban Planning from Columbia University, she 
has degrees (Phi Beta Kappa) in Economics and Literature from the University of Maryland. 
 
Joel Ratner 
President & CEO, Cleveland Neighborhood Progress 
jratner@cleveland.org 
 
Joel Ratner is President and CEO of Cleveland Neighborhood Progress, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to revitalizing Cleveland's neighborhoods.  Founded in 1988, CNP’s mission is to foster 
communities of choice and opportunity throughout Cleveland.  CNP provides operating support, technical 
assistance and training for Cleveland’s community development corporations and through its subsidiaries, 
Village Capital and New Village Corporation which finances and develops real estate projects. CNP has 
an annual operating budget of $7 million and a staff of twenty-five.  In 25 years, CNP and its subsidiaries 
have invested over $150 million in community organizations and their development agendas, creating 
over 7,400 housing units and over 2.5 million sq. ft. of retail/industrial space. 
 
Aaron M. Renn 
Senior Fellow, Manhattan Institute 
arenn@urbanophile.org 
 
Aaron M. Renn is a Senior Fellow at the Manhattan Institute for Policy Research and a Contributing Editor 
at its quarterly magazine City Journal. His also an economic development columnist for Governing 



14 

Magazine, and has contributed to the Guardian, City Lab, and other publications. He previously worked 
the corporate consulting field where he was a partner at Accenture. 
 
Johnette Richardson 
Executive Director, Belair-Edison Neighborhoods, Inc. 
johnette@belari-edison.org 
 
A native of Camden, New Jersey, is a graduate of Morgan State University. In 2003, Johnette became the 
Main Street Manager for Belair-Edison Neighborhoods, Inc. and in June 2007 she was promoted to 
Executive Director.  An advocate of volunteerism, she serves as the Board President for Afya Baltimore, 
Inc., a Baltimore City public charter school organization. She serves on the steering committee of the 
Baltimore Homeownership Preservation Coalition. She is a 2008 Greater Baltimore Committee 
Leadership graduate. In October 2009 she completed Bank of America’s Neighborhood Excellence 
Initiative Leadership program. She is a 2010 Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Fellow. In 2012 she was 
named one of the Daily Record’s Leading Women: Maryland’s Future. And, in 2017, she was named one 
of Associated Black Charities’ Women on the Move – Organizations Making a Difference for Women. 
Johnette routinely speaks locally and nationally for different training institutes and foundations around 
various neighborhood revitalization and community economic development topics.   
 
Jacob Rosch 
Research, Reinvestment Fund 
jacob.rosch@reinvestment.com 
 
Jacob’s work investigates the role of public and private investments in community stabilization and 
revitalization. His recent projects have investigated the supply of uncertified child care in the Philadelphia 
area, the impact of scattered site housing projects, and the role of “middle market” neighborhoods in 
legacy cities. His work has been published by the Annie E. Casey Foundation, the Center for Innovation 
and Improvement, the American Assembly, and the Chicago Policy Review. Mr. Rosch holds an MPP 
from the University of Chicago Harris School of Public Policy and a BA in Music from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 
Chantel Rush 
Program Officer, The Kresge Foundation 
cmrush@kresge.org 
 
Chantel M. Rush is a program officer with The Kresge Foundation's American Cities Practice. 
Her grantmaking portfolio includes funding efforts to seed and scale innovative community development 
practices aimed at improving the lives of people with low incomes in America’s cities. Her grantmaking 
work also supports pioneering research, thought leadership and convenings to expand urban 
policymaking and practice. She also stewards the foundation’s place-based work in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 
Chantel joined the foundation in 2015 as a special assistant to Kresge President and CEO Rip Rapson. 
 
Before joining Kresge, she served as senior analyst of global strategy and business development at Gap 
Inc. She started her career in management consulting, where her responsibilities included advising both 
corporate and private equity clients. A native of Orange County, California, Chantel earned bachelor’s 
degrees in international relations and Spanish language from Stanford University and a master’s degree 
in business administration from Harvard Business School. 
 
Darlene C. Russell 
Senior Program Officer, Greater Milwaukee Foundation 
drussell@greatermilwaukeefoundation.org 
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Darlene is a trusted, talented and accomplished professional and a dedication second to none. She is 
experienced in philanthropy, leadership development, relationship management, and program and 
contract management.  Darlene was a contributing author to, On the Edge: America’s Middle 
Neighborhoods, a publication intended to encourage a national dialogue about middle neighborhoods. 
 
In her current role as Senior Program for the Greater Milwaukee Foundation she leads the foundation’s 
leadership development, place-based strategies, philanthropic investments designed to strengthen 
neighborhoods and economic opportunities for children and families. She also directs several grant 
programs designed to respond to needs of the community. Prior to joining the foundation in January 
2011, Russell worked with a number of organizations to help increase college access to students in the 
greater Milwaukee area.  Darlene is an alumnus of the Cardinal Stritch African American Leadership 
Program. She holds a Master of Science in Management degree from Cardinal Stritch University and a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Community Leadership and Development from Alverno College. 
 
Charles Rutheiser 
Senior Associate, Annie E. Casey Foundation 
crutheiser@aecf.org 
 
Charles Rutheiser is a senior associate in the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s Center for Civic Sites and 
Community Change. He manages national grant portfolios that advance best practices in housing and 
community development and that support universities, hospitals and other anchor institutions in creating 
thriving neighborhoods, cities and regions. Prior to this, Charles directed the graduate program in applied 
anthropology at Georgia State University and taught cultural anthropology at Johns Hopkins University. 
 
A former Fulbright and Inter-American Foundation fellow, Charles’s publications include two books, The 
Opportunity Makers: the first half-century of Sponsors for Educational Opportunity (2016) and 
Imagineering Atlanta: the politics of place in the city of dreams (1996) as well as numerous articles and 
reports on social inequality in the Americas. He is the founding co-chair of the Anchor Institution Funders 
Group of The Funders Network for Smart Growth and Livable Communities and serves on the boards of 
the Mount Vernon Place Conservancy and The Art of Leadership, a leadership development program for 
high school students in Baltimore. Charles received a MA and PhD in cultural anthropology from the 
Johns Hopkins University and a BA in anthropology from New College of Florida.  
 
Ed Rutkowski 
Founder, Patterson Park Community Development Corporation 
ed.rutkowski@verizon.net 
 
Ed Rutkowski retired in 2016 after serving eight years as Executive Director of the Patterson Park Public 
Charter School, a Baltimore school that was founded by the Patterson Park community to solidify the 
community’s revitalization that took hold in the early 2000’s. 
 
Before that, Ed founded and led the Patterson Park Community Development Corporation from 1993-
2008. The CDC is generally credited with spearheading efforts to “save” the declining middle 
neighborhoods north of Patterson Park. Census data shows dramatic swings from 1990 to 2000 to 2010 
with respect to homeownership (high to low and back to high), vacancies (low to high and back), poverty 
(modest to high to modest) and race (predominantly white to majority black to mixed white/black/Latino). 
The CDC invested approximately $80 million that leveraged an estimated $200 million in private 
investment. Patterson Park was the first Baltimore middle neighborhood since the1980’s to overcome 
white flight and become a desirable, racially diverse neighborhood. Ed is an engineer by training and 
spent the first 23 years of his career in software development. 
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Michael Schubert 
Principal, Community Development Strategies 
mfscds@aol.com 
 
Michael Schubert founded Community Development Strategies in September of 1991. Since that time he 
has helped a variety of organizations improve their understanding of neighborhood revitalization and their 
performance in making neighborhood change. He has provided planning, implementation, and evaluation 
services in 39 states, 80 cities, and 135 neighborhoods. Prior to beginning his own firm, Michael served 
as Commissioner of the Department of Housing for the City of Chicago, a cabinet - level position in the 
first term of Mayor Richard M. Daley. Michael came to city government after fourteen years working at 
Neighborhood Housing Services of Chicago.  He is the author of “Designing and Directing Neighborhood 
Change Efforts: How to Be More Intentional and Effective.” This booklet can be obtained on the Resource 
Guide section of the HUD Choice Neighborhoods website. 
 
He lives in Bridgeport, an older neighborhood on the South Side of Chicago. He has a Master’s Degree in 
Urban and Regional Planning from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Sociology from Loyola University in Chicago. 
 
Alison Share  
Legislative Counsel, Office of Representative Daniel Kildee, 5th District of Michigan 
alison.share@mail.house.gov 
 
Alison Share is the Legislative Counsel for Congressman Dan Kildee. She joined the Congressman's staff 
in 2014 and handles his work on the House Financial Services Committee. Her policy portfolio includes 
the Congressman's initiative on The Future of America's Cities and Towns along with trade, tax, small 
business and several other issue areas.  
 
Alison was previously an associate at Crowell & Moring, working in the litigation and public policy groups. 
She also served as a clerk for Judge Peter W. Hall on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. 
Alison graduated from Vermont Law School and she and her wife live in Washington, D.C. 
 
Michael Siepp 
Executive Director, Southwest Partnership 
michael@swpbal.org 
 
Michael Seipp has been working in Baltimore neighborhoods since 1973. He has held positions as a 
community organizer in several different organizations, has served as Deputy Commissioner of Housing 
and Community Development for the City of Baltimore and Assistant Secretary of Housing for the State of 
Maryland. He led the effort to write the successful Empowerment Zone application to the Federal 
Government which awarded one hundred million to the City for community development activities. He was 
founding Director of AHC, Greater Baltimore, a non profit housing developer that has almost 1,000 units 
of housing  in the Baltimore Metro Area. He served as Executive Director of The Baltimore Station, a 
residential program for homeless men who are primarily veterans of the Armed Services. He is currently 
the Executive Director of the Southwest Partnership. A Partnership that includes seven neighborhood 
organizations and six anchor institutions. A lifelong resident of Baltimore, he currently lives in the 
Lauraville neighborhood. 
 
Paul Singh 
Senior Director, Community Initiatives, NeighborWorks America 
psingh@nw.org 
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Paul Singh works with national and local partners to stabilize and revitalize communities through a variety 
of services, ranging from grants, to training, to expert consultation. Prior to joining NeighborWorks 
America in 2012, Paul was a program officer for the Local Initiatives Support Corp. (LISC), managing 
training and technical assistance for nonprofits.  Paul got his start in community development at Historic 
Saint Paul, a nonprofit dedicated to preserving the historic character of his hometown of St. Paul, 
Minnesota. He earned a master’s degree in urban and regional planning from the University of Minnesota 
and an undergraduate degree from Macalester College. 
 
Theresa Y. Singleton 
Senior Vice President, Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia 
theresa.singleton@phil.frb.org 
 
Theresa Y. Singleton is senior vice president of the Community Development Studies & Education 
Department at the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia and the Bank's community affairs officer. 
Singleton oversees research and outreach initiatives that promote community development and fair and 
impartial access to credit. She has guided the creation and implementation of the Economic Growth & 
Mobility Project. She also oversees economic education and personal financial efforts for the Bank. 
  
Before joining the Bank, Singleton served as the director of research and information at the Housing 
Assistance Council in Washington, D.C. In that role, she was responsible for the organization's research 
and information activities, including oversight of the communications and public relations functions. She 
also developed and managed the council’s research agenda. In addition, she directed and contributed to 
research and information products that examined demographic trends, assessed policy impacts, and 
developed recommendations for rural communities. Prior to her work on rural housing issues, Singleton 
taught undergraduate courses on the American political system at Temple University and Widener 
University. She has a Ph.D., an M.A., and a B.A. in political science from Temple University. 
 
Mark Sissman 
President, Healthy Neighborhoods, Inc. 
msissman@healthyneighborhoods.org 
 
Mark Sissman is the President of Healthy Neighborhoods, Inc., a Baltimore community development 
intermediary organized by financial and philanthropic institutions to improve neighborhoods by increasing 
home values and investments. Healthy Neighborhoods is active in 40 neighborhoods.  It has organized 
two private loan pools totaling $70 million and was awarded a $26 million federal grant to acquire, 
renovate and sell foreclosed homes. 
  
Mr. Sissman was President and Chief Executive Officer of the Hippodrome Foundation, the local 
development partner for the redevelopment of the abandoned Hippodrome Theater, and served The 
Enterprise Foundation for fourteen years as President of the Enterprise Social Investment Corporation 
(“ESIC”).  Under his leadership, ESIC was the nation's foremost syndicator of the Low Income Housing 
Tax Credits.  ESIC raised nearly $3 billion in equity which financed the development of more than 30,000 
housing units.  An ESIC subsidiary, Enterprise Homes developed more than 2,000 units of housing.  In 
January 1999, he joined Bank of America as Senior Vice President to organize the Bank of America 
Catalyst Fund, a bold equity initiative to support the rebuilding of America’s cities.  Mr. Sissman was also 
the Deputy Housing Commissioner for the City of Baltimore.  Mr. Sissman is an attorney. He has lectured 
at the Johns Hopkins University Graduate School of Planning and Coppin State University.  He serves as 
an advisor to many nonprofit boards.   
 
Samuel Storey (Co-rapporteur, Policy Group) 
Community Development Research Analyst, Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond  
sam.storey@rich.frb.org 
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Sam has bachelor’s degrees in Public Policy and Feminist Studies from Stanford University, and a Master 
of Public Affairs degree from the University of Texas at Austin. A native Baltimorean, Sam’s research 
areas of interest include urban affordable housing and redevelopment policies. In particular, before 
arriving at the Fed he focused his research on the Rental Assistance Demonstration Program, Community 
Land Trusts, Low Income Housing Tax Credit, and other local strategies to encourage equitable 
economic development. 
 
Stephanie Sung (Rapporteur - Practice Group) 
Deputy Director of Urban Policy, The American Assembly 
ss4336@columbia.edu 
 
Stephanie Sung is the Deputy Director of The American Assembly's urban policy program. Her work 
focuses on governance and civic capacity issues of older industrial cities. Previously, Stephanie worked 
at NYU's Wagner Innovation Labs, part of a consortium under the White House Council for Strong Cities 
and Strong Communities (SC2) initiative to provide targeted technical assistance to economically 
distressed communities. She also worked as an analyst with New York City Mayor's Office of 
Management and Budget, focused on capital infrastructure and transportation projects. Stephanie holds a 
Masters from Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs, where she studied urban 
and social policy, economic development, and management. 
 
Todd Swanstrom (Co-Discussion Leader - Research Group) 
Professor, University of Missouri-St. Louis 
swanstromt@usml.edu 
 
The Des Lee Professor of Community Collaboration and Public Policy Administration at the University of 
Missouri – St. Louis, (UMSL), Todd Swanstrom specializes in urban politics and public policy. Todd has 
an MA from Washington University (1971) and a Ph.D. from Princeton (1981).  His co-authored Place 
Matters: Metropolitics for the Twenty-First Century, 3rd ed., (U. Press of Kansas, 2014) won the Michael 
Harrington Award from the New Politics Section of the American Political Science Association.   He is the 
author of The Crisis of Growth Politics:  Cleveland, Kucinich and the Challenge of Urban Populism 
(Temple, 1985) and co-edited Justice and the American Metropolis (University of Minnesota Press, 2012).  
Todd’s current research focuses on neighborhood change in older industrial cities.  His co-authored 
article, “Rebound Neighborhoods in Older Industrial Cities:  The Case of St. Louis,” was published by the 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis in 2017. He uses the resources of his endowed professorship to 
support the Community Builders Network, a coalition of CDCs, banks, foundations, and governments 
working to build better neighborhoods in the St. Louis region.  
 
 
SésonTaylor-Campbell 
Relationship Manager II, PNC Bank, N.A. 
seson.taylor-campbell@pnc.com 
 
Séson Taylor-Campbell is a Relationship Manager II, for PNC Bank’s Greater Maryland Community 
Development Banking Department. In this role, she is responsible for aggregating and originating loans 
and investments for the Greater Maryland market which include Accomack and Northampton Counties in 
Virginia. Before joining Greater Maryland’s Community Development Banking Team in 2010, Taylor-
Campbell has held a number of positions at PNC, which include an Associate Business Advisor in PNC’s 
Commercial Segment and a Business Banker in PNC’s Retail division. Taylor-Campbell has a long history 
of civic and philanthropic involvement. Currently, she serves on the board of directors for Aids Interfaith 
Residential Services and Empires Homes, Inc.; a board member of the local Maryland office of Vehicles 
for Change, Inc. and board member of the Central Baltimore Future Fund. She is also a council member 
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of Virginia Community Capital, Inc.’s Community Advocates Council. In 2014 Taylor-Campbell and her 
sister Aisha Taylor established a scholarship fund through NEED to benefit young ladies who are 
graduates of any inner-city, Pittsburgh Public high school who endeavor to attend college. Taylor-
Campbell is a certified Housing Development Finance Professional and has earned a bachelor’s degree 
from Oberlin College. 
 
Kyasha Tyson 
Director of Economic and Community Development, Councilwoman Cherelle L. Parker 
kyasha.tyson@phila.gov 
 
Kyasha Tyson serves as the Director of Community and  Economic Development to Philadelphia 
Councilwoman Cherelle L. Parker. In addition to managing special projects, she is responsible for 
managing community building/organizing, and economic development initiatives.  Prior to joining City 
Council, Kyasha served as the Public & Community Relations Liaison for Parker during her tenure as 
State Representative to the 200th Legislative District in Pennsylvania.  
  
Kyasha has more than eight years of experience directing government relations campaigns from 
authoring the Voter Identification Education Guide (VIEG) for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to 
overseeing constituent enrollment in the Health Insurance Marketplace created by the Affordable Care 
Act and countless public education campaigns on legislative and community matters. Throughout her 
career, Kyasha has built strategic partnerships with community development corporations, local civic 
groups, and business associations. Before joining Parker’s State staff, Kyasha served as the Producer 
and Outreach Coordinator for 900 AM WURD, where she was responsible for managing and producing 
radio programming and live news reports during mid-term and general local/national political elections. 
 
Kyasha holds a Master of Public Administration degree from Villanova University, and two Bachelor 
degrees in Communications and African American Studies from Temple University. She is a Washington, 
D.C. native. 
 
Antoinette Vaughn 
Director, Capitol Heights 
capitolheightsna@gmail.com 
 
Founder and current Director of Capitol Heights which began in 2009 with the help of a few neighbors 
who wanted to make a change in their neighborhood. My educational background is in business with a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting. Aside from my formally training, I have worked with elementary, middle, 
and high school students as a volunteer for various non-profit organizations and schools including 
Milwaukee College Preparatory School, Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra, and Christian Faith 
Fellowship Church. In 2010 we started a summer youth lawn maintenance work program that initially 
employed 4 youth for 4 weeks. That program has since grown to employ 12 youth for 8 weeks during the 
summer season followed by a fall segment that employs 4-6 youth for 4 additional weeks. Engaging 
residents through social activities, employment opportunities, and helping residents improve the physical 
conditions of their homes are just a few of the accomplishments that Capitol Heights have implemented to 
help create a strong neighborhood. 
 
Jeffrey T. Verespej 
Executive Director, Old Brooklyn Community Development Corporation 
jeffv@oldbrooklyn.com 
 
Jeffrey T. Verespej is the Executive Director of Old Brooklyn Community Corporation. As the largest 
neighborhood in Cleveland, Old Brooklyn is home to over 30,000 residents and regional assets such as 
the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo and a branch hospital of MetroHealth. Under his leadership, the 
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organization has facilitated the redevelopment of a cornerstone historic building in the neighborhood, 
launched a successful weekly summer festival, and initiated innovative programs in community health 
and cross-sector education facilitation. He supervises and manages all functions of the corporation that 
includes real estate and economic development, place based marketing and communications, housing 
redevelopment, community organizing, and service delivery.  
  
Prior to his hiring as the Executive Director, Mr. Verespej spent four years at Ohio City Incorporated as 
the Director of Operations and Advocacy. Among other projects, three key initiatives spearheaded by Mr. 
Verespej was the passage and implementation of a special improvement district, a multi-modal planning 
process for a neighborhood mainstreet, and the scaling of a family-focused youth recreation league. 
  
Mr. Verespej is the Immediate Past President of the Case Western Reserve University Alumni 
Association (CWRU '07, '11) and the past-chair of the Leadership Council for the Cleveland Leadership 
Center. 
 
Henry S. Webber 
Executive Vice Chancellor, Washington University in St. Louis 
hwebber@wustl.edu 
 
Henry S. (Hank) Webber is Executive Vice Chancellor for Administration at Washington University in St. 
louis,MO.  He is also Professor of Practice at the George Warren Brown School of Social Work and the 
School of Architecture and Urban Design. Mr. Webber serves as the University's chief administrative 
officer and oversees a wide variety of administrative and external affairs functions including real estate 
and facilities,human resources,environmental safety and health,campus security,transportation, dining, 
public affairs and sustainability with combined budgets of over $400 million annually. 
 
Mr. Webber is actively engaged in creating healthy communities in St. louis through his work improving 
and stabilizing neighborhoods and increasing affordable housing.He is Chair of the Board of Directors of 
Invest STl,a new organization dedicated to promoting equitable neighborhood development, the 
Washington University Medical Center Redevelopment Corporation {WUMCRC),and the Cortex 
Innovation Community, a 200-acre urban innovation hub and technology district with 4,300 jobs and 
355 companies. 
 
Mr. Webber is a national leader in community development and urban policy. Mr. Webber has taught 
courses on topics including community development,health policy,strategic management and social 
welfare policy. His research and writing centers on community development, mixed-income housing, 
racial and economic segregation and the role of anchor institutions in urban development. 
 
Robert Weissbourd 
President, RW Ventures, LLC 
bob@weissbourd.com 
 
Robert Weissbourd manages RW Ventures, LLC, an economic development firm specializing in technical 
analysis of urban assets and markets, and in creating the products and enterprises necessary to 
successfully grow urban and regional economies.  He was a lead developer of the Greater Chatham 
Initiative, TREND, Chicagoland FOOD, MetroEdge, the Center for Financial Services Innovation and the 
Metropolitan Business Planning Initiative, which he co-managed with the Brookings Institution. He 
previously served for ten years in executive positions at Shorebank Corporation, designing, delivering and 
managing comprehensive development finance initiatives to invest in distressed communities.  Before 
Shorebank, Bob spent a decade leading complex civil rights and other constitutional litigation, and 
representing community and other non-profit groups and leaders.  He brings over thirty years of 
experience leading economic development work in dozens of cities and scores of neighborhoods. 
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Bob serves or has served as a nonresident Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution Metropolitan Policy 
Center, an adjunct professor at the University of Chicago Harris School of Public Policy, Chair of the 
Obama Campaign Urban Policy Committee, on the Obama Transition HUD Agency Review Team, and as 
President or Vice-President of the Boards of City Colleges of Chicago, Crossroads Fund, the Center for 
Neighborhood Technology, BPI and PROCAN, as well as on the Visiting Committee of the University of 
Chicago Law School.  He is a frequent author, public speaker and guest lecturer on a broad range of 
urban and economic development issues, and has testified on these issues before federal, state and local 
legislatures.   
 
Frank Woodruff 
Executive Director, National Alliance of Community Economic Development Associations  
fwoodruff@naceda.org 
 
Frank joined NACEDA in September 2010, becoming executive director in January 2012. During a time of 
significant political and economic challenges for community development, Frank saw this as an 
opportunity to take NACEDA to a new level of success and sustainability. He believes community and 
economic development will be a critical tool for those communities and neighborhoods that are organized, 
demanding, and capable of instituting change. 
 
He holds a Master’s Degree in Public Policy from The George Washington University. He also has a BA 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. His publications include: The Mortgage Interest Deduction: an 
Example of Upside Down Federal Government Housing Subsidy, and is co-author of two essays entitled 
“Redlining,” one in The American Middle Class: An Economic Encyclopedia of Progress and Poverty due 
to be published in 2015 and the other in The Wiley-Blackwell Encyclopedia of Urban and Regional 
Studies due out in 2016. 


