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COVID-19 and Protests Challenge and
Inspire Middle Neighborhoods

In the Greater Chatham neighborhoods of Chicago, protests against police brutality and the murder of George Floyd were mostly

peaceful, but many businesses nonetheless sustained damage. The four neighborhoods of Greater Chatham have also been hit hard by

COVID-19. Photo by Greater Chatham Initiative



COVID-19 Brings Out the Best in Greenmount West Neighbors

The Greenmount West neighborhood of Baltimore was a classic middle neighborhood when it was built in the late 1800s, and remained a

middle neighborhood for 100 years, but it went through racial change in the 1950s. When the first generation of African-Americans

moved out or passed on, very few new households moved in. As a result, the neighborhood was more than 50% vacant buildings or

vacant lots by the time Jubilee Baltimore went to work there in 2007. Today, there are no more vacant homes, and the last big vacant lot

is getting building permits. The neighborhood now has about 700 households, of whom about 100 are living in long-term Section 8

apartments and 130 live in Jubilee's two LIHTC buildings for artists. About 50 low-income homeowners and about 150 low-income

tenants live in privately-owned housing and, quite recently, the neighborhood has attracted about 50 market-rate homeowners.

When COVID-19 hit Greenmount West, many of the new residents got together, knocked on doors, and turned themselves into

surprisingly efficient and personable social workers. They are bringing food to shut-ins, helping people with paperwork for unemployment,

and keeping an eye on older neighbors whose regular support systems are no longer available.  

Jubilee Baltimore President (and CoP member) Charlie Duff, says "Mixed-income neighborhoods are a nice idea, but they've generally

been an untested theory. COVID-19 and the interaction it prompted between different types of neighbors shows us that Greenmount

West is a successful experiment."
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